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The Mob Spirit---Stop 1L

Tbe horriied portion of our East Tennessee mor-
elicts. and such Northern men as have settled down
bere. and for the sske of money and patronage take
the rebel side in a1l dificulties and suits that pring
\p, sre crying out, st every corner of Lhe streei,
against mob lew, and against the practice of whip-
ping men for their cruelties during the reign of reb-
olx s well ne that most unlawful practice of notify-
ing certain characters to leave against & given time.
We have not & word Lo say in defense of mob lew,
but, on the contrary, we condemn it in ungunlified
terms, 44 wrong in principle and practice

But let us converse with others for a brief =pell
jpon this subject, and lot us Jook at both sides of the
Four years ago, when Tenneses wa: un-
der the civil rule of Gov. Harris and associstes, the
K noxville jail was crowded with sbout 150 Union
men, copfined there for entertaining and exprossing
\oyal sentiments. They were fed and treatod like
doge Among them were Mr Cate, a Baptlist min-
ster of 75 years, Mr. Pope, s Baptist minigter of 70
vear:, Mr. Trewhitt, s lawyer of 70 years, J ndge
Fickens, & State Senator of 62 years, Mr. Under-
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L

down, an old farmer of 50 years, Jacobh Harmon, A
man of 70 years, Mr. Bible, an old man besides
many others of forty and fifty years, down to the

age of eighteen. Some of these old men died in
priscn, snd on <eambosts on their way o Tusca-
Others were taken out of the jail,

sosa and Mobile
- tune, and hung in Knoxville
rebal: could huve prevented all this, and liberated
those men. bat believing their punishment just, they
refused to turn # hand in their favor
iL i€ now '
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ivi] law was not then as greal as

In that juil we had large tubs made cutol barrels
To these we resorted to an-

sawed inte two

purts

swer tha calls of nuturs.  When full they would run

our crowded

ever and run upen the foor, where, 1o
condition, we had o sleep!
smptied into barrels out by the side of the jail, for

barrele, and Mow thotr noses fAerorn, and when Te-
monstrated with would reply, ~ It i good enough
for n d——d Lincelnite to drink The leading

rabels of Knoxville,

vented sl thi:

H law and order ns ne
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0ld men were tied up in thei

troes, nnd whipped upen their

tbrough with bullels 1‘.-.._.:;r:-_ men were hunted

iown like wild beasts, and shot down wherever
ind® 0l women snd young girls were tied up

home and whipped, G
wrpt v where therr «ns and brothers were!—
Union families were robbed of all they had to live

Union mothers snd cliildren were driven out
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houses, and they and their contents burned

to the ground. becsuse their husbands and sons had |
cro<ed Cumberland Mountains into Kentucky, and |

gone into the Lincoln anmy!  All $his could have | Are complete in Upper Enst Tennessse—which will
heen provented by Gev. Harris and the leading | be soon —goods can be shipped from New York and
rehols of Exst Tenuessee, but they were not then | Philadelphin to Knoxville, via Richmond o
sutisfied there was any wrong in all this, or they | Lynchburg. for one dollar less on e une his
weore not 1o love with Isw and onder ! powids than our merchants are charged from Louis-
Meatwhile. writteti notices were sorved on Union ville and Cincinnati, via Nashville. We do not
., giving them so long a time to get cut of the | doubt the fact, for cur merchunts have been paying
Confederacy and informing them that but oue purty | 00 27ee for all freights on the Nashvillelinesince
A ever .'r\_r-rr,-st'_'l.'.‘ live in thi= country F:i;;ﬂi‘._: j the trade has been -‘p-’_‘na_\;] Louisville und Cincin-
leave upon fair warning, they were dood m pits { nati may look out. And unless they mannge to
Jug Lo their waists, & dozen st & time, in thic very | bring freights down Lo what they should be, their
Kucaville, and whipped on their bare back with run of lrud':.:r'_.-m East Tennessoe 1s oves
ther sraps, wet in buckets of water, lo render | Whatl said of freights will apply to pas-engers,
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The leading

Their lovoof

Watar was bauled and

drink. The dirty blackguards appomnted o
gusrd us would wash their fmces und hands in the

or Gov. Harris, conld heve pre-
but they were not then s zealousin

OWI yArds, 1o posts
bare backs until
bey fainted, und in many instances Lhereafior pierced

force them to tell the con- |

The wivesand children of prominent
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South Delebration.
moeting of retumed soldiers on Tharsday last, st
New Salem Church, six miles south of the Fiver.—
We bave often attended political meetings at the
same piace during the past fifteen years, and we have
never before seen such a crowd in attendance. The
gathering was overwhelming —citizens. soldiers, Is-
dies and children. The very best of order and the
finest state of feeling prevailed and pervaded all
classes. An appropriste stand was crected in the
lovely grove, and the comfortable seals were taken
out of the large church for the sccommodation of
the ladies. And the masic of the brass band, for-
merly sttached to the 0th Tennessee Infantry, made
the hills and hollows echo snd re-echo with such
soul-stirring airs ¢ “Rally Round the Flag, Boys,”
&c., &e.

The speaking commenced at eleven o'clock, and
speeches were delivered by Judge Rodgers, Gover-
nor Brownlow and Prof. Spence. The Judge and
Governor both urged obedience to the law of the
State, and alike deprecated any resorl to mob vio-
lence, declaring such remedies for existing wrongs
far worse than the evils proposed to be remedied.—
The Governor assured the sudience that the Supreme
Bench was sdorned with able and loyal Judges, and
that every Circuit and District in the State was oc-
cupied by s loysl Judge and Chancellor, us well as
s loysl Attorney for the State, and he called upon
the citizens and soldiers, having complaints to make
against rebels and bad men, to bring them before
the lawfully constituted legal tribunals. He fzit
certain that justice would be dene to Union mes in
the Courts, and if they got justice rebel: would get
the same.
True, both the Judge and the Governor dealt some
heavy and telling blows to the leading rebels of the
country, who aided in bringing en this rebellion—
filing the country with destitution, mourning and

men to premature graves. For these great and

ayes were filled with tears,

Professor Spence followed in a Sundsy School ad-
dress 1o the children, which was both appropriate
and well received. All in all, it was & great day,
snd a grest meeting, and the effect was fine, and
will prove of lasting benefit.

citizens and soldiers, thers was no liguor on hand !
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Future Operations of Lynch Law.

arise in Bast Tennessee that will be meore destruc-

treuble, and consigning 20 many valuable young

guilty offenders the speakers snid they had not abat-
ed any of their dielike. During thesespeeches many

We can but hope that
such mestings will be held all over the several coun-
ties of Enst Tennessee, The loyal women—God
bless them— brought their baskets end buckets filled
with everything good to eat; while, Lo the credit of

We can readily see that a state of things way

tive to pesce aud crder than anything we have yet

loyal
of the Northern MetioQiste LORALC
never be gathered into the folds of Southern Meth-
odism, aye, will wet go imto thet organiza-
{ion, and they are swaiting, with anxious prayers
snd tears, the coming among them of the “old
Church,” from which, in 1844, they separated so re-
luctantly. 1t is the solemn and religious duty of the
Methodist Episcopal Church to send the gospel, the
sacraments, and all Church privileges, to these noble
patriots and devoted Methodists. Not only o, but
there are thousands of colored Methodists made free
by the war, who will be treated with indifference by
the Southern Church, on scoount of their claiming
their freedom, and going after the “old Church."—
The Lord, in his providence, has cast these people
upon the care of the old organization, and they must
be fed and nurtured with the bread of life, or the
Church must be frowned upon by the Head of the
Church. This is not all, & great emigration sets in
towards these Southern States. Methodists in the
Northwest, and from the Northern lakes, are seek-
ing homes on the banks of our streams which flow
into the Gulf of Mexico. Many brave soldiers who
fought to put down the rebellion are ssttling down
bere for life. Many of them are Metbodists, and
others were raised in the faith. These are the chil-
dren of the Church, and she cannol and dare not
neglect them. The “old Church ’ must occupy the
territory, and preach the gospel in all those late re-
volted States, without any regard to the operations
of the *Church South,” and for the reason that the
said Church went into the rebellion, and has for-
feited all claims to an observance of the old “ plsn
of scparation.” The Bishops, Editors, Book Agents,
talents, influence and wealth of the Church South,
were all consecrated to the work of treason and re-
bellion, and have no claims on the forbearance of
the old organization. If she absorb the South, and
the disintegration of the whole Southern organizs-
tion follow, let it be done—it will be the Lord’s
work. They staked their Church existenceupon the
work of breaking up the Government, and lost, and
now let them pay the forfeit. The leaders of the
Church South rail out against Northern abolition-
ists, they scorn to acknowledge any allegiance o the
Nationel authority, and they leok with contempt
upon any effort to supply a Southern pulpit with a
Yunkeo prescher. The old Church has the resources
of men and money to build ups Conference in every
State South, and she ought to do it, and we are well
enough posted to say she will do the work. We have
locs) and traveling preachers in every State who
will go into the work, and they are men known to
the poople, and in whom the people will confide.
e ——— e

The State of Affairs---Removal of Col-
0
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had.

Can

from ruin, to insugurate a new doctring, which
however, we have no idea the Courts will sustain

ceriain rebel officers seized upon the properiy o
loyal men, they were obeying the orders of theirsu
periors—that the injured man wusl go back
the commsnding General—{rom him Lo the Secrs
tary of War—from him to Jeff, Davic —and, finally
upon & jay-bird—loosing his whole claim
is threstened it
The people, who have bees

SAmME COurss,
suits for damages,

WOrse,

a worse stale of things than we have yel had.

loyal clement in East Tennessee.

in sympathy with them.
e ———

Buiiness

and with more force than the former

We hope that such msy not be the case.—
Lawyere are & class of men who feel bound, when I
employed by their clients, to do for them all they
Most of the lawyers of Easi Tennoessee find it
necessary, in order to save many of their clients

They sre taking the ground that the Confederate |
Government wass d# faclo Government—that when

ll]"t n

The

regard to

basely plundered and wickedly wronged, have
agreed to go into the courts of the country, and rely
upon an honest jury of twelve loyal men togive them
their rights. 1the rebellion, however, shall belegaliz-
ed by such erroneous decisions or verdicts, we look for
L §
we know any people on this green earth, it is the
They will, to =
man. die before they will again submit to oppression
and wrong at the hands of rebels, or those who sre

Cinelnnati and Louisville, Look Out!

men tell us tkat when the two bridges

Passengers

red Troops.

The state of affnirs in the country is bad eneugh,

this city, is of the more

the best ressons in the world to believe it contains
no idle threats, but that its plans will be attempted
to be carried out. The signs sre all that way, We
are on the side of the civil lsw, and so are Judge

o to Judge Hall, of

Hall, Attorney General Young, and- Mr. Sheriff
Bearden: and the characters sad acts of these men
are grossly misrepresented by these rebel assassins.
1f, however, the rebels have not bad enough of their
bushwhacking, let them undertake to put a few prom-
inent Union men out of the way, and our word for
it, they will soon be cleared ott in this end of the
State.
‘We cannot let this letter goout tothe world with-
out correcting its false statement made, as to the
character of old Jim Smith. Smith was one of the
worst men in this country, snd together with his
sons was engaged in bushwhecking, robbing, and in
every conceivable way aiding and abetting the re-
bellion :

StaTE oF TENNESSEE, August, 1865,
Messrs. E. T. ; — — Young, Atforne,
hosrs, Bttt I Ry | :

Sigs: You sre represented to b Iilwed in office
1o sdminister and enforce the civil laws of the land.

Are you doing so? Fromall I can learn 1 think
not. - This is merely to inform you that unless the
civil lyw is enfi snd men Who have taken the
lsw into their own hande, sad committed outrages
upen rebel sympathizers and paroled soldiers, in
many instances killing them, are not arrested and
brought to speedy trial, we, many so-called rebels,
will take the law inmur own haﬁ?id!’ds, u;)d ;v:!t_lgo
the ouun-u.lgm committed upon our friends, by dealing
summarily with the pe puntpm and officials. Be-
lieving two of you are intending well, but are only
fearful of the rabble, we will give you timely warn-
ing that you have a grester enemy to fear than the
rsEble, unless you do your duty, and that speedily.
The Sheriff, Bearden, we know tobesabad man, who
detailed and urged his men to perform deeds of in-
famy, and then sssisted one of them in making their
escape, (he knows who ¥ mean.) His plans for the
killing of James Smith are known, as well as
the perpetrators of the deed. It was done through
sinister motives, and not for any wrongs doene them
by him. He was an honest man, and s good neigh-
bor, as all of his henest neighbors, Union and rebel,
wall testify. Never wasa illa, and Brownlow
knows it. He was run cg from his home, sfier
I.onFu'm left the country, when he went to the
Confederacy, and there remained & quiet citizen,
never having entered the army, lo my certain
know!

Why have you not arrested the men who have
committed aects of violence in your very presence’
The truth is, sirs, nearly all of yeu, from Brownlow
down, have it. 1 will candidly stats to
you, that if you pursue your present course of con-
duct any lenger, you aredoomed men; for have you
not seen enough of thelate so-called rebels to know
that they will not quietly submit to every wrong,
but will pick their time, and amply avenge all in-
juries to themselves or friends. gﬂny are already
doomed, for we have sworn to have their hearts
blood at every hazard, and when we once sel our
heads we are not ensily baffled, for we have all the
“points.”

p%r'e are hunted down and driven from our homes,

il-m might be worse, in view of the materials at

work. Thae following letter is from 8 Union man,
| intelligent and well informed, whose truthfulness we
can mosl readily endorse

Cuarranooca, Tenn., Sepl. 6, 1865,
evrur Brownlow )
DEaR StR—1 hopa you will pardon me for troub-
ling you with & short scroll, giving you the state of
nffuirs heresbouts.

L&

{
frey

and between citizens and negro soldiers. The ne-

try, committing outrages of various kinds and de-
grees. The white loyal citizens and discharged sol-
diers are not prepared to stand by and see their
houses pillaged by negroes. The result is, and must
be, the murder of many negroes and white men.—
These murders are frequent in and around Chatta-
nooga, and growing more frequent daily. The ne-
gro soldiers in Chattanoogs are allowed to police the
streets and stand guard with loaded guns, (which
was never to my knowledge allowed white scldiers,)
and 1 am informed often fire without calling to
halt.

On the duy before yesterday, & negro soldier shot
# white soldier, and one of the balls passed through
a group of citizens that happened to be standing
near, and the ball killed 2 small boy. Now, Gov-
ernor, can you not prevail on General Thomas to
have the Chattancoga post garrisoned with white
soldiers? We cannot live at this rate, but anarchy
and confusion must be the result. 1 have had no
difficulty with negroes or whites; but awful out-
rages are being committed frequently by negroes
upen the families of Union men, and diz-clmrgtﬁ sol-
diers in the country round Chattanooga.

1

The forezoing iz only one of many letlers coming
e us, deploring the state of feeling existing and
growing into drendful maturity between white and
ored folks.

(&
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The Supreme Court of Tennessee.
The Supreme Court commenced its session in this

city on Monday, the first since the fall of 1561. The

court room has been re-fitted, and presents a better
appearsnce than it has done for years, and when Lhe
1ew carpeting arrives it will be complete.

The new Judge: are Milligan, Shackleford and

Qur condition here is fearful in the extreme, the
uent collisions between whiteand negro soldiers, |

groes leave Chattanooga and sallie out into the coun- |

not by the authorities, but by the vulgar, cowardly,
and unprincipled clsss who never placed themselves
| in danger where ¢ther men had an equal chance:
l and you have never tried to suppress it, but we iwcull
| suppress it, if we have to suppress their worthless
lives.
| I will stste that we entered the Uenfederate army
| voluntarily, and at the beginning of the war, be-
| lieving, 8z we do yet, that we were engaged in &
rightecus cause. We served until being overpower-
| ed by overwhelming numbers, we ware paroled and
ordered to our homes; and, r izing the failure
of our cause, we huve taken the advice of our lead-
ers, o try and restore quiet and peace to our unhap-
py land ; and, believing all disturbers of the peace
az our enemies, meet of us have taken the oath of
allegiance, and in good faith, and are now the most
eaceabls citizens of the country; but we have fore-
hore with & certain class until forbearance has ceased
to be & virtue, and as there is an end to all earthly
things, we have swort: to put an end to them.
Respectfully,
MaNy so-caLLEp REBEL®
= B . e
Action of a Christian Church,
We have befors us the late proceedings ol the
Boon's Creek Christian Church, in "Washington
| county. The conclusion of the procecdings speaks
for itself:

Many of us have been forced to leave all that is
pear and dear to us in this world—our lands, our
houses, our wives and our little ones, and seek re-
fuge beyond the rugged Cumberland Mountains, to
gave oursalves from prison and death. Many, yes!
very many of our Christian mothers have had their
sons torn from their bosoms, a8 it were, and forced
to serve against their will in thearmy, or wear away
| their lives in some prison. Qur property has been
taken from us, and many of our families have been
left to drag ont & miserable existence or ie escape
for life through the Federsllines to save themselves
from ruain, rapine and starvation.

We, & portion of the aggrieved, feel that it is due
w ourselves, as well as to our posterity, that we azk
all those who have aided or abotted in any way,
either directly or indirectly, to bring about this
wicked cause, that they come forward to the church
and make such ressonable acknowledgments as the
nature of the case may require.

Having now returned from our exile, many ol us,
we do not come in & spirit of revenge, malice or an-
ger, but as humble members of the body of Christ
to ask the request sbovestated. If this s conceded

3 on scodunt of Provost Marshal, baving recently ueeted to
the Acud-writing, and will be preserved. We have | visit the fasm of Oﬂmi‘.qug 'm, 8 .,
gave to the negro freedmen there the following ex-
cellent advice.
ing it will exercise a proper influence on the freed-
men throughout the wide limits of our own Siate.
He eays to them:

are not free to beroaming about from place to place,
neglecting your families, and living by
stealing, for both are crimee.
ful, be polite—be ull which the law of the land and
the law of God require of you, and you will have
friends, and be a great people in time. Beas many
of you are now, sad your teachers would make you,

Sound Advice to the Freed:
Capt. N. Gi Parker, of the 33d U. 8 C. I, snd

We transfer it Lo our columas, trust-

You are free—but you are not te beinsolent. You

ng or
truth-

L he

Bo bones

and you will disappoint your few friends and please
your enemies, and your end will be bitter.

Many of you are now violating your contracts, or
sgreements, with those with whom you made them.
1 warn you of the danger you arein. Many of you
refuse to make any contract st all, and you are as
guilty as those who have made them and viclate
them, becsuse you have been directed to do so. The
same Government protects you that does me, and
the same Government protects your former masters
and mistresses that does us, nncf their rights are as
sacred as yours, and when you encroach upon them
you know not what you do—there is a prayer for
you, but it will hardly save you if you sin against
every light. * Lord forgive them, they know not
what they de,” will ha be offered up in.gcarnest
for you if you persist in t{no wrong continusally.
You are free—but you are poor; you don't owna
single acre of land; and you never will until yeu
earn it. Your former masters and owners own all
the lands snd houses—you are now dependent upon
them for the shelter which protects you from the
sun, and which must protect you from the bitin
cold of the coming winter. Many of you don’t thin
of this. You are proud, and boastful, and lazy, and

independent. All those faults will bring you to suf-
foring. Look shead—thers isanother yearcoming

you all want homes next year., Government won ¢
compel your former owners to provide you with
them. You are free—but you are poor. You have
nothing but your hands, and you must use them dil-
igently and constantly, or yoa will die. Freedom
imposes a duty upon you which you little under-
stand, but you must learn it I tell you the truth.
and whether you believe it now or not, you will
sooner or later belisve it. 1 could tickle you if, like
some of your own foolish ones, and make you be-
lieve & more palatsble dose, and you would flock
arotnd me and call me your friend; but I cannot
deceive you. You are iree, but you have a life of
labor before you—a life of toil and suffering, but it
will be a rich life, if you accept the toil as a bles-
sing, which it really is, and not & curse; and all
that remains for you to do is to work—pray, learn
and want—and all will be well.

B

Card from Col BlacKburn.

NasnvILLE, Sept. Isl, 1865

the Editor of the Knoreile Whig:
In the Nashville papers of the 28th of August, I
sea a statement of Mr. J. Wheeler, late C. S. A,
concerning the difficulty between him and mysell,
and I very respectfully request that you grant me
| space in your columns for a reply.
In the first place, he states, in his lotter to Gen.
Thomas, that when I mentioned my name to hm,
ho wes instantly seized by both srms by Captain
Quinn, and held, while 1 struck him twice with a
club. This I pronounce a wilful lie. If Wheeler
had not known this to be a lie, he would not have
made the statement. It is said that some men blis-
tor their tongues by telling lies. If Jo. Wheeler's
tongue is ever blistered. it will be by telling the
teuth.
Capt. Quinn did not lay hands on him, nor did he
enter the room into which Wheeler retrested. He
remained at the head of the stairs Lo preveni sny
one else from coming up and interfering.
When I entered and introduced myself to Wheeler,
upen the mention of my name, he stepped back to-
wards the bed, as if intending to secure & weapon,
thereupon I struck him with & walking cane, hav-
ing with me nothing clse with which to chastise or
injure the perjured puppy. _
He also says that a gentleman seized Capt. Quinz
and held him to Ereveut his using his pistols. This
is also untrue, No one took hold of or ever touched
Capt. Quinn, nor did he intend using a pistol unless
some of Whesler's staff, all of whom were about the
house, made their appearance and attempted to take
part in: the affray.
He also asserts an infamious lie when ho state- that
wpon the seizure of Capt. Quinn, I ceased the as-
sault’and ran hastily down stairs. T ceased only
when he cried encugh, snd then I walked down stairs
and out on the streel.
His absurd statement that he never issued any or-
der to the prejudice of myself or men, and that he
had ‘.r"-.-i'.mf with kindness all prisoners who fell into
his hands, 1 believe to beequally untrue. Thad the
information from Captsin Howard and others of
Whesler's command, whom 1 captured during his
raid in 1864, to tho effact that if 1 or my men wera

T
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captured, we were to be immediately put to death,
and as for his professions of humanity to prisoners

and Union men, they sre in keeping with his lying
policy. IL can be proven that, when prisoners wera
taken by his command, they werg invariably strip-
ed of all clothing, even to boots, shoes and hats.—
hat heo trosted some men according to the usages
of war. lio can doubtless prove. Dick Turner and
Capt. Wertz, of Libby and Andersonville notoriety,
could nlso substantiate the same thing. There are
men in this city who were prisoners of Champ Fer-
ruson, and by him kindly treated and paroled, yet
E‘hnmp has murdered in cold blood at least ene hun-
dred persons.
The career of Jo. Wheeler, Iate Major Genernl 10
the so-called C. 8. Army, proves him to be a worse
man than Champ Ferguson. Had be acted as his
own executioner, he would now be on trial for mur-
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to curteil the ev

with the interest of the defendsnt. Tha crime

charged against the secused—invelving noless than

his life, and even, in case of di
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Jo. PARSONS, MuspER.

Court :

patience, although it has been
of the counsel for the defonse
¢cs a2 much 88 Was oconsistent

his reputa-

one John A.

established by the testimony, is n
@ counsel ﬁxlz. defanse, + "
Admitting therefore, for a Us sake that he
is dead, we then a h points in the case
which must control determination. There are

criminal tdications, that are

_ " gl.nllel to the one
now under investigation; and it

not the purpose
f n any mere legal
technicalities. "'We simply propose that this cause
be determined upon its merits, and are willing that
the sccused be proemptly punished if such shouid be
the determination of the Court.
We insist, however, that he deserves no punish-
ment at the hands of this Court.
In the first place, the accused, as developed by the
the proof, is a regularly commissioned Colonel of
volunteers, in the Sth iment of Tennesses Cav-
alry, United States service. He has been since the
month of May, 1863. Hais a citizen of Knoxcoun-
ty, Tennessee. Because of his union sentiments, he
was compelled to flee his country, and while tem-
ly in Kentucky—then the land of refu
or Easst Tennesseeans—he recruited and or i:.s
at his own expense, the 9th Tennessee Cnvalry,
which he yet commands. As commander of that
Regiment, he, of course, had discretion in assigning
the officers of the line. He had promised to Thorn-
bill—the alleged deceased—the Uaptaincy of Com-
pany B, in the Regiment. Tha ressons why he was
not confirmed, are fully apparent from the proof.
He never recruited his company, as stipulated.—
While temporarily attached to the Regiment st
Knoxville, he was mutinous and insubordsnate—
He deserted the Regiment if desertion can be charg-
ed to & man naver legally mustered into the service,
and while the Regiment under the command of the
accuzed, was poing forward in the discharge ef its
duties, the said deceased betook himself to the coun-
ty of Jefferson, and resorted to a system of plunder
with the aid of ready associates, which has already
ucjustly brought reproach upon too many honest
goldiers in the United States service. So far as the
proof shows, he continued in that business till the
time of his alleged death.
The character of the accused hsas been put in is-
sue by his counsel. 'We may safely say that noman
in this or any other State, arraigned for the offense
charged in this case, ever proved a better, if so good,
& character as has been proved for the accused. It
is shown, even, by the commander of the District,
that as a Regimental officer he was entitled to the
special commendation of his superior officers, be-
cause of his excellent conduct as an officer, both in
enforcing discipline in his command and in protec-
ting the rights of private citizens in every locality
where he encamped. He is shown to be & humane
man, and if any fault is proven sgainst him. it is
that in his kindness and gencrosity, he relaxed too
much from the stern duty of an officer, and
too long permitted the said deceased to imperil his
own life, &8s well as the livesof the principal officers of
the Regiment. His character as a citizen also, is
ghown to be excellent. 1t would be difficult to find
g8 man in East Tennssses, who could establish, be-
fore & court, <0 good & character as the sccused has
done in this case,
Leaving the accused for the present, let us turn
to the character and conduct of Thornhill. Who
and what was he? The testimony sufficiently an-
swers. The Court, no doubt, has been strongly im-
yresscd by the evidence touching his character.—
a atfords us a strong instance of strong natural
and physical courage, perverted to bad purposes.—
He seems from the proof, to have been & man of ex-
traordinary and reckless courage; and, in the lan-
guage of one of the most inzﬁligent witnesses be-
fore the Court, he was “morbidly sensitive, and this
peculiar sensitiveness, in the opinion of the wilness,
(Mr. Henderson.) “amounted to mania.” That ke
was an sornest man, in hiz hostile purposes, has
been fully shown by the testimony ; that the accu-
sed was and had been repeatedly advised of the
threats of the said deceased and his purposes, aiso
fully appears, and the Court cannot fail to have re-
marked with what remarkable persistency Thorn-
hill nursed his wrath, and followed up his murder-
ons design against the accused and the officers and
men of his regiment. That Thomhill's purposes
was deadly, there surely can be no doubt. His own
%1;a.rdiun and uncle, who kmows him well, testifies
thai his threals were never unmcnni::g: that in mat-
ters of personal difficulty he was always apt to make
good his throats.
While it is urged by Lhe defense that the conduct
of tho alleged devessed, Lo-wit, his base allempt to
take the life of the accused, while on duty within
the proper lines of his regiment, and st his own
headquarters—his bare violation of his pledge
to coase his hostile conduct towards the regiment—
hi= many murderous threats towards Col. Parsons,
all of which seem to have been communicated to
him, or his associates in arms—his rude asssults ypon
and insults to various officers of the 9th Tennessee
Cavalry, for no other reason whatever than that
they were friends of Col. Parson’s—the persisien
with which these threats were repeated, mnplg
with the well known and well proven fact that
Thornhiil was adesporade, (in the langusge of Gen.
Gillem)—all these facts, we respectfully submit,
sufficiently warranted the accused in taking the life
of Thornhill, even because of his well grounded ap-
prehensions of personal violence and ssssssination.
But it i3 not upon this ground, alone, that we pro-

ment of oneof the counsel of Col. Jo
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Balow we publish 2 commn-afignjon the killing of the

|ate Captain Jobn A. Thorohill, At the request of the
writer of the communieation, s relalive of the deceased
—we suppress bis pame. Tn all such cases it is our role
of this cause has no doubi se-Jto give the name of the snthoril demandel by thucs in
terested or inplicated,

On the other side of the qumtion we pulblish the argu
Parsoms.

The bllowing narstion of [acts sl circumslances e

given, that the public may kuow what ocutrages are per-
petrated under the semblance of authority.

On the 24th day of June, 1565, Captain Dell and Lisut.
Raokis of the 9th Tennessee Cavalry, with s party of
"’mzi‘l;*szldien. rode up to the honse of Rishard
Thornhill, ia Jeflorsan county, and inquired if Captsin
Thorshill wis here.  Mr. Thonbill, who was former-

ly » Captain in the Kegiment 15 which the sbove-named

oficers now belong, atese from u seat on the porch of
the house, and anneunced bo the party that he was there;
having made the bouse of his ancle Richarl Thornhill
his home. The party desired bia v come out to the
fence, which desire was prompily complied with. After
a moment's time consumed in exprossing he cumpliments
usual among gentlemon, Captain Thorohill invited (ha
party down, and to comea itito the huwde.  This they de
clined to do, stating that they did 8ot have time to .fgi;;_
Just at this thme one of the party mised his pistol, which
had been previously drawn from the scabburd snd con-
cealad from the view of Captain Thornhill, by being beld
on the opposite side of the horse, and another of tha par
ty gave s tignifieant wag of the head, and hoth men in
front dizchargel their pistels simulisneous!y al Captain
Thornbill. He entreated the men not to kill Bim, anj
begged of them to knew why they were atlompling. in
that manner, to take hi= life. T, ent §
ply was made, that could ke henrd by some ladie= wh
sat on the porch a few pucos distant : bat the Snng con
tinued—it being now ascertained by the ludies om the
poreh, who were eye-wilnessef to all that was transpir
ing, that all the men who wore in (ront of the house, had
previvusly disengaged their pistols from their « abbapds.
Captain Thornhill being satizfed thar there was now but
one alternative left him to save his [ife, tnrned from the
party and walked briskly across 1he yard, until he had
brought the houss between him and the mon, and then
ran across a Jot to zain a woodlund near by.

He succeedod in reaching the woods without having
received any wounds, it is thought, a5 the balls Brst fired
at him ook effect upon the fence, and would, inall preb
ability, bave made good his escape from the pary which
assailed him at the?:--u..*r. but on reachmg the woods, #t
soems that the blood-thirsty wrete bos, Lr make acsurance
doubly sure, had previously diviled their (orce, and had
concealed one-balf their mumber in the wools. anticipa
ting that if Captain Thoernhill was succe iin olading
the party sent to the house to sitack him, ho would be
most likely to fly to the nearest r for pr i
this they were not wistaken,
intercepted by this partyin b

thes- pealies no

teot n

mbill wa

I Captain Th
£l Bafure munderiog
him they waited until Captain Bell and hix pary cams
up from the house. As soon as Bell amd his men arrived.
the firing was again commenaced.
At this moment Captain Ther nhill
ladies who bad followed from the hoas
ber his sister, to again demand frum  1he !
which they were killing him \ i vk mo Teply
was made, tha' the ladies could hear, and the firing eon
tinued until he was piereed by aloven balls, and mstantly

murderod.

b

w it

<,

Lo thi Ja

B_v this time, the ladies of the family aud f some
tho neighboring families, had reached the spot where the
lifeless and mangied body of Captain Thorabill lay

\':,;'1i<h of .1.
hrother, the
kuow why they

stretched upun the ground, and in all
sistor’s heart, because of the wurder of
question was again pressed upon them to

il
ha
aet

thus perpetrated such u foul and brufal deed.  Some

thom said they did not kKnow, while vthers stated they
were ordered to do it by the { | of their Hegimant
The party having now satiafied their lendih thirst fug
blood, of an unarmed and Jdefensoless man unnensed

retrasing the read they baid come fourth of

a mile from the residence of My Th the party
halted on the road (or some purpose, and were lere met
by =n old and reliable citiren, who had heard the firing

of the guns sml scveams of the women, and beiag alarm

ed, requested of the men to be intormed what sach n stale
of things meant. He was informed ™ { the party
poarest him, that “thev had been te kill a
d——d rascal.” The gentleman then asked thom 1f they
bad accomplizhed (beir purpese. tv which they replied
they had put eightcen ball in bim, lhe men asser

ar

ne ol

ting, with fiendish gr il given him a
“ Jeadener,” placing hi time on his
neck o indicate where tha tall had entereld Jdecoassd.

This shet was given after deccased had fallen, as it wa

norde it did,
recunghent po

k., and

utterly impossible for it Lo have taken the
if decemsed had been either in un erect of
sition, tho ball having entered the sida of the me
eame cut on the top of the hewd.

In farther Jdelineation of vireumaslan
most extraordinary and unparlled acl
known in theannals of civilizativu,
to state that on Friday night previon
Suturday, Bell und Rankin stayul -
where the affair ccourred.  Unetin
madde as to their destination they
on & secrel acout and eould ny
gess. To another individoal thay
on a seout to Rogersville, and as this weor
acress the country in the opp-
they were told that they were tr
the way, to which they replied they
from the main Kaoxville and Koger
Dandridge nnd Bull's Gup road,; a

e+, allending ths

il brutality eve:

ilsnny be well um:u.;t.
il

« murder
e below
(o mrgairie
they were
their
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anul, toey :
s then passing
tirection to Rogersville,
y mdch ogt ot
going wero
ville r-'-;ul. the
wua » muweh cool

Eile
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wors

or way, thus e g up, amder (he gulie of military
uEage, their foul and bl v mybesfon of munder and useas.
sination.

In concluding this communicalion, 1 w=tice to the
memory of Captain Thornhill, it must be vated that ir
the very inceptinn of our national difitnities, ho esponsad
the canse of the Union and fry t timie to the day ol
his murder, was an ancompr isg wivocale of th
cause, having pouring ous his blood upon the hattletiald
for itz mainternance, and baving usndergonce long and
perilous tours of imprisommoent in the bands of the en
emy, uffering all the privation tondam
to a soldier’s life. Yet with fevotion e
clunz to the canse of his countrs trusting thu!
God would rewnrd the patriot’s teil wlk hiess tho

triot’s banners, and just at the time
W ar wns passing away, and retur
long train of Beavenly blessings, wa
some cvmpensation to the war-
bud allowed to pass through th
yoars bitter war, and who bavin
sacrifices, his life was taken under the
cruel circutustaners, and by th
comrades io arms, and whe on
him, that amid the firc I
war, he came out in the possession

How long before this vutrdge &

buked and punizhed ¢ ilest ex
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Union mien, whe had bees run oul of the vountry, _.‘ Knoxvill 'l_ he 1\,. _ : : s : l_l” wiins. "Iy S IH“-\‘\.r' of experience #nd | wg feel bound to forgive, yes, happy te forgive all | 3o 14 his raid through Enst Tennessse ho disre- | pose to rest this case. The accused is an officer of e Shts —

vere ordered Lo pack ap snd go North in & given irom Anoxvi 5 AR ‘f—' irginig route, than they character, and » ithal, of unflinching loyalty to both | such, and receive them aguin into sweet fellowship, garded sll the ussges of honorable warfare and dic- the United States, and for more than two years has Killing of the Rebel W. M. ¢ h )

time—say 36 hour<—and when started their effects can by way of Louisville, and save thirty-six hours the State and Goneral Governments. Thus far we | 10 battle 1”39'1'}“'5 for one common cause —the salva- |t of humanity. In Andersen county his men been in the sctive discharge of his duty. How he g Def sl = MRy X
seszed upon wnd appropristed® Al this could have | it time, which, with business men, 1% anitem Nay, are plassed 1o have it in our power w =ay that Lthey tion of the “”r"‘f' ; . murdered and kifled & number of Union citizens, | A8 discharged th”‘. duty s told b-‘f every witness « Foster.
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prevented hy the leading rebel: of Eust Tennessee, 2 \ W A 2 -}r have ninde s favorable impressicn, and promize 10 cause, we are ready to ask them forgivensess, a well | Among the number may be mentioned Jas. Ross, Msjor Genoral Gillem, under whose command he | been o notorions rebel and beel man eiahBorhend
but they were not then cfiict=! with & sense of jus. | WoF B2 ashville, and the time is less by nn odds of  huve the cordial co-operation of the bar. as that of Him who ruleth all things well. an old min, sevenly years of sge, well known to has been serving for the past fifteen months. No ine af the worst rebe ounit oo g 1hé

e, o the hud not fallen in love with the luws nnd | twenty-four hours. These facts, of such great me- | The first day was consumed in laying down the| For the P!{r’%%‘-‘n'}bﬂ“ﬁl s lwelsug;._':c-ellﬂie many of the citizens of this city as a prominent C‘-f'-'mﬂ"]'[in-lh"‘ servics of the United States can €= | shooting down of Union me ok by b trai

TN S ment with the traveling public, will get omt. and  rule: and regulations of v N0 ¢ | propriety of drafting the names of the meminors member of the Lezisiature for many years. Mr. | tablish belore this Courl & more exalted charcter | 1.0 and Lincolnites— vl mil whee i
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tected women were marched in their ewn vardsand | Northern Men Among 1s. the Court, thut for the present the former rules | them from the body. - : : of Ross, they murdered o man named Baker, seventy ceased made a vile attempt {o assaasinate him and | sir. Cox farnished seve i ¢x to #o info the
. ooy - : _—r 5 | : 4 ould povern the Courl—the sessions would open at | On motion the report of the commitlee W85 | 39 cours of age. Ha, oo, was killad at his fireside, only escaped with his life because of the accused's | rohel sorsive at his own el . I
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